ALBANY AVENUE PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION
Albany Avenue Elementary School
101 N. Albany Avenue, N. Massapequa, NY 11758

Minutes for First Regular PTA Meeting held Monday, September 19, 2016 (Open School Night)
Meeting Start time 7:10 pm
End Time 7:40pm

Meeting kicked off with Mr. Valentine welcoming everyone to a new school year. Points he
discussed were:
 Next PTA Meeting will be held on October 18. The main discussion will be the new
proposed aquatic center for the Farmingdale School district. Discussion will be led by
school district superintendent and the proposed financing for the project (tax impact, etc).
 Technology at Albany Ave. Fifth graders will be receiving chrome books (1:1 ratio).
There will also be an increasing amount of chromebooks available for grades K-4.
Technology is changing the classroom and learning.
Carmella Vetere, PTA President was introduced. Pointed out fire exit locations and led the
meeting with the Pledge. Thanked everyone for attending and looking forward to new school
year.
 Gave brief background on her involvement with the Albany Avenue School PTA (from
volunteering in Family Fun committee to chairing the Ways and Means (Fundraising) in
the prior school year).
 Encouraged anyone to join, even working moms can be part of the PTA and volunteer.
 Mentioned committee sign up sheets located in the back of the room. (See attached
committee sheets for attendees that are interested in volunteering).
 Informed attendees how PTA membership dues are used. $4 is fundraiser and $4 is for
membership dues to NYS PTA.
 Informed attendees to sign up for other ways to give back to the school (Stop and Shop
rewards and Amazon smiles to name a few).
 Meetings held first Tuesday of every month and many are attended by guest speakers.
 Everyone should register at the Albany Ave PTA website to stay informed.
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Vanessa Ench, PTA Treasurer. See attached for copy of
report. Motion made by Suzanne D’Amico and second motion made by Rose Cohen. Motion
passed for the Treasurer’s Report and approved.
2016 / 2017 School Year budget was presented by Vanessa Ench. Motion made by Michele
Drozdowski and second motion made by Deana Seaman. Motion passed for the Budget and
approved.

Vote of confidence request was presented by Carmella Vetere to permit spending up to $100
over the summer, if necessary, by the AA PTA. Motion made by Suzanne D’Amico and second
motion made by Sharon Zimmerman. Motion passed and approved.
Open positions announced and possible recruitment for committees needing chairpersons to run
the committees.
Overview of what programs are currently underway. Reflections information will be distributed
on 9/30/16 and will be due on 11/4/16. Activewear is selling products, new this year – flip flops.
School pictures will take place on 9/28/16. Coupon book fundraiser is currently taking place and
so far have fundraised approx. $500 for our school. All orders will be due on Friday 9/23/16.
Mr. Valentine announced that our school children will be taking part in a “go gold” fundraiser
through the school in September to raise awareness on pediatric cancer. Albany Avenue is
teaming up with Memorial Sloan Kettering and collecting hearts and donations for those
impacted by cancer. Purpose is to educate the children to be social, good members of society,
and good citizens. Cancer has affected many kids, including some Albany Avenue students. He
encouraged everyone to get involved because time flies. The PTA is a good way to get to know
people in the school and create a family and ”home school connection.”
Membership: 162 members enrolled, goal 433 members (as of 09/19/16)
Raffle winners were announced for PTA members to thank them for signing up. First place
winner was James Giovanelli, dinner gift certificate to a local restaurant. Second and third place
winners were picture day packages and winners were Louis Santiago and Nadia Barbuto.
Quick discussion was led by Nadia on the box top program and her goal to raise $5,000 in the
new school year. Activity sheets will be going home by the end of the month.
Meeting was adjourned by Carmella Vetere.

