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Why doesn’t my child have a guaranteed pathway on to the zoned feeder middle / high school if they attend a school through the open enrollment process? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Metro Schools does provide a guaranteed pathway for some optional schools. Historically, these pathways have been designed for one or more of these three primary reasons: 1) To provide a pathway for optional schools that don’t have a zoned feeder school pathway, such as magnet schools and charter schools. 2) To provide a thematic pathway, such as STEM. 3) To support student diversity at academic magnet schools. 

	Pathway
	Reason

	Carter-Lawrence students who want to go to Rose Park
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Thematic pathway (Math/Science)

	Churchwell students who want to go to John Early
	Thematic pathway (Museum)

	Hattie Cotton students who want to go to Bailey/Stratford
	Thematic pathway (STEM) 

	Glendale students who want to go to J.T. Moore
	No zone feeder pathway (Glendale)

	Jones students who want to go to Haynes
	No zone feeder pathway (both)

	Lockeland students who want to go to East Nashville
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Thematic pathway (Paideia)

	Sylvan Park students who want to go to Haynes
	No zone feeder pathway (Haynes)

	Bailey students who want to go to Stratford
	Thematic pathway (STEM)

	Knowledge Academy Middle who want to go to K.A. High
	Charter pathway

	Brick Church College Prep who want to go to Lead Academy
	Charter pathway

	Cameron College Prep who want to go to Lead Academy
	Charter pathway

	Lead Middle who want to go to Lead Academy
	Charter pathway

	Creswell students who want to go to NSA
limited to 30 seats
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Thematic pathway (Arts) 

	John Early students who qualify to go to Hume-Fogg
	No zone feeder pathway (Hume-Fogg) / Student diversity 

	Haynes students who want to go to East Nashville
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Magnet pathway

	Head current 6th or 8th students who qualify to go to M.L.K.
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Thematic pathway (Math/Science)

	Meigs students who qualify to go to Hume-Fogg
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Magnet pathway 

	Rose Park students who qualify to go to M.L.K.
	No zone feeder pathway (both) / Magnet Pathway / Thematic pathway (Math/Science)



We recognize that some families attend zoned schools through open enrollment and wish to have a guarantee that their child can continue on to the zoned middle or high school in later grades with their peers. However, due to capacity constraints, the district cannot guarantee pathways into all of the zoned middle and high schools for out-of-zone students. 

If your child is out-of-zone attending an optional elementary or middle school that is not listed as having a guaranteed pathway, then your child will need to apply for the zoned feeder school using the Optional Schools Application. The district’s student assignment policy states that out-of-zone students applying to attend a zoned feeder school will receive priority for available seats. This is defined as “cluster preference.” If the zoned feeder school is not listed on the Optional Schools Application, this indicates the school does not have capacity to accept out-of-zone students and you will not be able to continue to this school.

Currently, West End Middle, J.T. Moore Middle and Hillsboro High are accessible to out-of-zone families through the Optional Schools Application. Based on cluster preference, students currently at Eakin and Sylvan Park elementary schools are given preference to attend West End. Students at Waverly-Belmont Elementary are given preference to attend J.T. Moore.   

Why won’t the district agree to add more guaranteed pathways if others already exist? 
The primary reason the district cannot add more guaranteed pathways is due to school capacity. In almost every case where the district has a guaranteed pathway, the school that receives students from the pathway guarantee does not have a zone, in turn the district is able to plan and control the size of the pathway school. 

Nashville is a growing city, and this past year Metro Schools identified $175 million in capital needs over the next five years to address population growth. In fact, the district just recently renovated and reopened the historic Waverly-Belmont School to address overcrowding in the Hillsboro Cluster. While we agree that students should have a preference to stay together, this is only allowed if space is available. Often, when a school becomes overcrowded, the district will build new schools and rezone families to address the overcrowding. Making guaranteed commitments for out-of-zone students would add further demands on the district’s already-stretched capital resources.  


What can be done to make the school choice process easier for parents? 

The district recognizes that the optional schools process is complex and often frustrating for families. This school year, the district intends to begin a larger public conversation about how the choice process for Nashville families can be made more efficient, equitable and transparent. This can only be accomplished by assessing the optional schools process in its entirety and getting community input from all stakeholders on how the system can be improved. One-off changes to the system over the years have only contributed to its complexity. 

Myriad concerns raised by families across Nashville need to be discussed in the context a comprehensive redesign of the school choice process. We welcome parents to provide their ideas and input as we plan to take a fresh look at the entire optional schools process. We look forward to sharing specifics on a formalized structure for gathering that input as this work gets underway.  


Why was the guaranteed pathway for out-of-zone students from Eakin Elementary to West End Middle removed prior to the 2012-13 application cycle?  

The guaranteed pathway for out-of-zone students from Eakin Elementary to West End Middle was removed to create greater equity among families attending elementary schools through open enrollment in the Hillsboro cluster. Other pathways within the Hillsboro cluster for families attending schools out of zone have been similarly removed because there is not space at these schools to guarantee seats for out-of-zone students at all feeder schools. Offering a guarantee for families at some feeder schools within the cluster but not others was viewed as unfair. 
This was an administrative decision made by the Director of Schools and executive staff. It did not require a vote of the School Board. 
More detailed history: When district-wide rezoning took place in 2009, the Paideia program at John Early Middle was removed and so was the guaranteed pathway to John Early for students attending Sylvan Park Elementary. This change left families attending Sylvan Park out-of-zone without a guaranteed pathway, while families attending Eakin out-of-zone had a guarantee to West End Middle. The Paideia pathway for Sylvan Park students was re-established at Haynes Middle, but families attending Sylvan Park out of zone wanted the same pathway offered to out-of-zone Eakin families. West End Middle does not have physical capacity to offer a guaranteed seat for all out-of-zone students attending both Sylvan Park and Eakin. Therefore, the decision was made that the most equitable solution was to remove the guarantee pathway for out-of-zone Eakin families to continue on to West End.
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