Dear Hill Families;
It has come to the attention of the front office that there are growing concerns about our student’s
safety in the school parking lot during drop-off and pick-up times. There are several long and short term
solutions that are being implemented. While the long term solutions are in production, I am asking for
everyone’s assistance in improving this situation with some simple solutions that will help everyone in
the short term. Specific areas of the parking lot have been identified as issue laden and I am hoping you
can all implement the following solutions whenever you encounter them.
To all of our parents, please use the designated crosswalks to bring students across the pick-up/dropoff lane. For those that drive and park in the lot, there are two crosswalks along the front of the school.
For those that walk from Quincy, there is one that runs in front of the Staff Parking Lot. These are
manned areas by a parent, staff and or a safety patrol member. There is an additional crosswalk to the
rear of the school off of Renshaw. You may park in an approved spot and walk your student to the back
of the school. You are your child’s best role model. Once you start this simple safety plan, they will
follow along.
Students should only be dropped off and picked up in the lane, never in the Main Parking Lot. If you
are parking in the lot, please bring your students to the crosswalk, do not let them cross the lot by
themselves. Students should never be picked up or dropped off in the lot if the parent is not parked in
a spot and then walked to the crosswalk. A decision to drop off or pick up your child in the lot can
endanger the student from other drivers in the lot who may not see them.
If your student(s) require(s) face to face pick up, please arrive in plenty of time to secure a parking spot
in the lot. Please do not leave your car parked anywhere in the pick-up lane through Quincy and
Millpond, as this may cause a further back up if the line begins to move forward and you are not there
to follow along. In addition, the Troy Police Department can issue a ticket for leaving your car
unattended.
The Staff Parking Lot is not to be used as a drive through lane at any time. Parents are not to use this
lot as an overflow area. It is designated for Hill Elementary School Staff only. If you are a parent who is
picking up, please arrive in plenty of time to secure a parking spot in the Main Parking Lot and then use
the crosswalks to get your student(s) safely to and from school. Please be respectful of the student
safeties that have been put at the entrance of the Staff Lot. They have been assigned a job by their
leader and are only following the rules they have been trained to enforce.
Contrary to the information that went out in the PTO Newsletter last week, I have confirmed with the
Troy Police Department that left hand turns ARE allowed into the drop-off/pick-up lane. Please be
mindful of the courteous process of taking turns while turning into the drop-off and pick-up lane from
both directions. We have an increased number of parents using the lane during cold weather times and
inclement weather. Drop-off and pick-up times are more time consuming when the weather turns poor.
Please allow plenty of time to get through the lines and make it to your next destination in a timely
manner. In addition, the line that forms to turn left into the drop-off/pick-up lane is on a TWO WAY
street. If you plan to come around the parking lot after dropping off or picking up your student(s),
please be prepared to wait for that lane to clear and then for you to proceed to the stop sign and turn
right onto Quincy. Please leave the south bound traffic lane clear for those turning off of Quincy and

who are trying to get into the Main Parking Lot. If you do not prefer to wait, the other option is to
leave the school grounds via Forsyth, toward Wattles.
I would like to remind everyone that this is an elementary school. We have young ones that get excited
and distracted before and after school. They might not be aware of you and your big vehicle, so we
need you to be aware of our little ones and be cautious at all times. Therefore, PLEASE do not talk on
your cell phones, text or read e-mails while in the moving lines. The consequences could be dreadful.
Please be aware of the cones placed on the sidewalk in front of the Kindergarten playground. These
cones designate the furthest distance the students can go to be picked up from school. Please do not
encourage your student(s) to go beyond these cones unless a staff member gives your child permission
to do so . While it might seem that it would be faster to get more kids in the car and move through, it
does pose a danger to these students. Our ultimate goal is to keep our students safe, not necessarily to
cut time from the drop-off/pick-up times.
During these winter months, we have accumulated a large amount of snow that has been left in mounds
around the parking lot. For the children’s safety, please do not allow them to climb on top of the snow.
There is a potential danger of them falling down and in front of a vehicle.
If everyone will implement these simple steps into their morning and afternoon routines, I am
confident that we will have a much smoother process for dropping off and picking up the students
from Hill Elementary School. I know that this might take a week or so to become habit, but knowing
that it is for the greater safety of our Hill Students, I am certain that we can come together and work as
a team to make it happen.

Thank you in advance for securing our student’s safety by following these simple, yet very important
steps.

