The “TRUTH” on Band “MYTHS”
MYTH: I’m not sure I want to do band and I am really interested in other elective classes. If I
do not choose to start band in the 6th grade, I will be able to start in the 7th or even 8th grade.
TRUTH: Union County Public Schools’ policy dictates that sixth grade is the only opportunity to start band.
Students will not typically have a chance to join band if they do not seize the opportunity when registering
for 6th grade

MYTH: I don’t know anything about music or instruments. I can’t be in the band.
TRUTH: We start our band curriculum from the very beginning and teach you everything you need to know
to play an instrument in the band. We start with how to assemble and care for the instrument, the basics of
making a sound, and how to read music/rhythms.

MYTH: Band is something extra. I don’t have time to take band with my busy schedule of
dance, gymnastics, scouts, and other sports.
TRUTH: Middle school band meets as part of the regular school day. Band is a “related arts” class within the
student's schedule. You will receive a grade and it does count towards honor roll and promotion. There is
no conflict with athletics because band class meets during the school day and sports practices/games are
held afterschool. To make the transition even easier, 6th grade band students we have no afterschool
rehearsals and even the fall/spring concerts are held during the school day

MYTH: I can just purchase an instrument from a pawnshop or a department store. It will be
just as good and much cheaper.
TRUTH: Instrument sold at grocery/department stores are generally not acceptable. While they may seem
like a bargain, these instruments are extremely poor quality, don’t play in tune, and are constantly in need of
repair. The repair costs alone would easily surpass the amount spent on a quality instrument. Local repair
technicians usually decline working on these instruments due to unavailability of parts. Pawnshops may
have quality instruments, but be careful – quality brands include Bundy, Conn, Yamaha, Bach, or King.
Once again, please consult the band directors first.

MYTH: I don't have an instrument. I can’t be in the band.
TRUTH: Come out to the band meeting on Saturday, March 23rd. You will have the opportunity to select and
secure an instrument rental for the next school year. Signing up at this meeting costs only $20
(cash/check/credit card can all be used as method of payment) and guarantees that a student will receive
the specialized instruments carefully selected by the band directors at Marvin Ridge Middle School.

MYTH: The __________ is the easiest instrument to learn
TRUTH: No one instrument is easier than another instrument. Some instruments are better suited for
certain people due to physical characteristics. We can help you choose one based off the mouthpiece
testing results conducted at each elementary school.

MYTH: Band is too expensive. We can’t/don’t want to pay such high fees.
TRUTH: THERE IS NO FEE TO BE IN MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND. Students will need an instrument and
classroom/performance materials, but there is no additional cost to join the band – just like any other class
in the school.

MYTH: I don’t want to be stuck in band every year. I want to have a choice about my classes.
TRUTH: Students are required to stick with band for an entire school year before electing not to continue. If
band is not “your thing” you can simply choose to take another “related arts” class next year.

