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Welcome to Griffin Middle School! This handbook was designed as a reference
for you and your student as you begin your transition from elementary to middle
school. It is, however, not a complete guide to policies and procedures for GMS.
If you have any questions about the information in this book don’t hesitate to
ask. Email us at ptsagms@gmail.com.

Welcome to Wildcat Country!
Congratulations on joining the Wildcat Family! We are happy you are here and
want to help make your transition easy.
Get started with these 8 steps:
Step 1 – GET IN THE SPIRIT
Go to your student’s closet and pull out everything blue and white that they own.
Move it to the front. This will make great spirit wear. Parents too! (Our GMS staff
really loves it when parents show off their school spirit). The mascot is the
wildcat so paw prints are a plus. If you don’t have any of these items in your
closet yet, we have spirit wear options available for sale at many school
functions and every morning in the School Store.
Step 2 – COMMUNICATION, COMMUNICATION, COMMUNICATION
The main forms of communication between GMS PTSA and parents are the
PTSA/Foundation Wildcat Word eNews newsletter and our websites. The
Wildcat Word eNews will come out every week via email on typically on
Thursdays and will be titled “GMS Wildcat Word”. Sign up by visiting the PTSA
link on the GMS webpage and entering your email address where indicated:
http://www.myvlink.org/GMSptsa/.

Based on parent feedback, the biggest growing pain you may experience is the
lack of information your student shares with you about middle school. The
standard weekly newsletter you received in elementary school is not standard in
middle school. Necessary information and updates from your child’s teacher are
shared in teacher blogs and in the classroom directly to your student. It is your
student’s responsibility to share that information with you. To help feel more
connected to your child’s middle school experience, you should monitor the
following:
ParentVue/StudentVue is a website where you and your student can see your
student's grades, attendance, and schedule. parentvue.cobbk12.org .

If you do not already have access to this site (it is the same system used in
Cobb Elementary schools), you may come to the Student Support Office during
regular school hours and provide a photo identification to get your access code.
Students and parents have separate login and password information.
An app for Vue is also available in iTunes:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615?mt=8 and also for
ParentVue in the Playstore for Android.
Blackboard Connect is used by the Cobb County School District to make
telephone calls, text messages and emails for informational and emergency
notifications. Please sign up to receive this information at
http://www.cobbk12.org/generalinfo/blackboard/.

Social Media is used by the school, PTSA and Foundation to keep parents up to
date on daily announcements and events at the school:

https://twitter.com/GMS_Wildcats
https://www.facebook.com/GriffinMiddleSchoolPTSA/
https://www.facebook.com/GMSWildcats/
Remind is a texting program some teachers, clubs and organizations use to
keep in touch with parents and students via mobile devices. If you prefer text
communication, be sure to sign up for these reminders.
https://www.remind.com/ and the Remind app is also available for Apple on
itunes and for Android on the PlayStore.
Emails remain a very important method of communication for most of our
teachers and organizations. Please confirm that your primary email address has
been provided to the GMS team.
Teacher Blogs are used by many of our teachers to post large projects, course
content, reference guides, and other items. To access your teacher’s blog, click
on the name of the teacher here: http://www.cobbk12.org/griffin/faculty.aspx
Meal Payments can still be made via https://mypaymentsplus.com/
Step 3 – VOLUNTEER
Room Parent duties of yesteryear don’t show up on the list of needs, but GMS is
still relying on you. Please visit the GMS PTSA website
(http://www.myvlink.org/GMSptsa/) where you can review all volunteer
opportunities and sign up directly! Be Great! Be Griffin!

Step 4 – MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Open House events are just around the corner and are open to all
parents/guardians and GMS students. The events will kick off in the Cafeteria
and then you will have the opportunity to rotate through your child’s schedule
and spend a few minutes in each of their classes to meet their teachers. This
year’s schedule is as follows:
8th Grade Open House Tuesday, August 15, 2017, 7pm-8pm.
7th Grade Open House Wednesday, August 16, 2017, 7pm-8pm.
6th Grade Open House Thursday, August 17, 2017, 7pm-8pm.
Step 5 – JOIN THE PTSA
Notice anything new? It’s the “S”! As they take on new responsibilities for their
academic performance and daily communications, our students now have a role
in this organization. You and your student can join the GMS PTSA anytime
during the school year but earlier is better. Memberships will be sold at
upcoming events and every day in the School Store. Our active PTSA helps
support teacher and staff appreciation, teacher wish lists, evening enrichment
events, student achievement recognition, and much, much more. Many of the
events sponsored by our PTSA are detailed below in the Year at Griffin section.
Please see our website for a more detailed list of programs.
Step 6 – STUDY THE SCHEDULE
Unlike Elementary School, students change classes 6 times a day. This may
mean a need for a different type of organization than previously used.
The agenda is no longer just a tool to have signed daily for behavior or recurring
assignments. Your student will use the agenda to keep track of more
assignments, projects, and quizzes than ever before!. Spend time brainstorming
about a filing system or use a notebook to help with this transition. Encourage
your students to take responsibility for checking the StudentVue page for their
attendance and grades as well as teacher blogs for homework, project
information, study guides, and dates for quizzes/tests.

Also, the two Connection Classes are not just a souped up version of “Specials”
that they experienced last year in elementary school. They are content classes
with numerical grades – not just “O” “S” or “U” on the report card. Connections
classes offered include: PE, Art, Technology, Business, Spanish, Math/Reading,
Chorus, Band, and Orchestra. PE grades factor in “dressing out”, band and
orchestra grades factor in “practice sheets” and “pass-offs”, and some classes
require purchasing special supplies. Understanding the expectation of these
teachers is just as critical as those for the traditional core classes, so don’t be
afraid to ask or email the teachers. Our staff at GMS wants to work with you
(even if your student would prefer you never make eye contact ;) ).
Step 7 – FIND A FIT (or multiple ones)
Middle school is not only about learning new mathematical equations or
increasing reading comprehension. It's about exploring other talents and
growing socially. Your student will be in classes with children they may have
attended pre-k with only to be reunited again now. They certainly will come
alongside students they have spent time with in Elementary School and they will
also make new friends. And yes – there will be group projects! Help your student
make plans to meet these new friends and facilitate the meetings on the phone
or in person with their project teams.
It doesn’t stop there. Your student will also have opportunities to try out new
things like the Robotics Club, singing in an Advanced Chorus, or joining a
Writer’s Club. Help your student find a place to grow these new skills. Details for
these activities and clubs will be provided to your student via GMSTV and on the
GMS website at http://www.cobbk12.org/griffin/clubs.aspx. If your child does not
see something he or she likes, visit with an administrator and brainstorm a new
club!
Step 8 – FINISH STRONG
Read this handbook to the very last page. This guide has a lot of information
that we wished we had known before we set out on our first Wildcat adventure.

A YEAR AT GRIFFIN MIDDLE SCHOOL
*Specific dates will be on the GMS and PTSA Websites and published in the eNews
Orientation (aka 6th Grade Camp) is a 2-day camp hosted during the summer.
These are very interactive information sessions to get your student acclimated
to the middle school environment. Students will tour the school and meet staff
members while team building with other students and will also receive an
overview on expectations. This camp concludes with a parent mixer and
informational session on the last day.
Meet and Greet is a great time to get to know more about GMS before the
school year actually begins. At this event you can expect to find out your
student’s homeroom teacher assignment. Your student can also take a walk
through the campus to become more comfortable with where they will need to
go on the first day of school. Information about bus routes will be available and
you can also sign up for the PTSA.
First Day of School
- If your student is taking the bus, make sure they are familiar with the pick up
location. It may be different than your elementary school pickup.
- Students can report to their Homeroom as early as 8:50 am. Your student's
success depends on them being in class on time, ready to go.
- Make sure your student has a book bag of some kind (students will not have a
locker on the first day and some choose not to use a locker all year), pencil or
pen, and some paper. During the first few days of school, teachers will instruct
students on what further supplies may be necessary for the rest of the year.
- Getting to class on the first day can be a little overwhelming, but volunteers
and staff members will be posted in every hallway to assist your student.
Schedules will also be available at the school if necessary.
- Lunch for the first week will be a learning experience. The lines may be a little
longer for the cafeteria. Students will sit with their class at an assigned table and
their teacher will stay in the lunch room during the lunch period.
- Following afternoon announcements, the school bell lets the students out at
4:15 pm. All students must leave campus at dismissal unless they are
participating in a school sponsored after-school activity. There will be no other
adult supervision after 4:45 pm.

Conference week
You will have a teacher conference in October just like in elementary school.
Conferences are usually scheduled with the homeroom teacher and, unlike the
Elementary School process, students are encouraged to attend and participate
in this meeting. In fact, many teachers ask that the students lead their
conference.
Duty Free Lunch
Our teachers eat in the cafeteria every day with their students. One Friday each
month, parents volunteer through the PTSA Dads’ Club to supervise lunch so
teachers can enjoy a break. What a special treat for our teachers! Consider
volunteering for this activity if you can manage free time on Fridays every so
often.
Give to Griffin
Our Foundation and PTSA hold an annual joint fundraising campaign in
August/September. These organizations run a single campaign to make giving
easier: one gift…one time. Tax deductible cash donations are collected and
funds are used to support technology in our classrooms, for teacher grants and
to support STEAM certification. More information can be found on the
Foundation and PTSA Facebook pages and on the school website.
PTSA scheduled meetings
PTSA holds several meetings during the school year. Information on projects,
plans and the budget will be shared at Open House events, at the musical and
before many fine arts performances. The PTSA board meetings will be held
once a month - the 3rd Monday of each month. Location and time of the
meetings are TBD, however all meetings will be posted on the PTSA Website
Calendar and the GMS Calendar. Everyone is welcome to join us!
Griffin’s Got Talent
This annual non-competitive talent show is sponsored by your PTSA. It typically
takes place in the Fall. It is a huge collaboration between the staff
and parent volunteers that students, parents and staff love to attend. Talent
show acts are chosen by the talent show directors and have included
gymnastics, dance, martial arts, magic tricks, instrumental acts, singing, full
bands, solo and dual acts (dance and/or singing), comedic relief and “surprise”
guests. Student emcees are also selected for the show.

Penny Wars
Start saving your change… pennies and all other coins. This may be our most
competitive fundraiser of the year. Homeroom classes collect change during this
two-week period after the first of the year. The class with the most points by
grade is declared the winner and have exclusive bragging rights! Your student
won't want to miss this one. All funds raised benefit our school.
STE(A)M night
As part of our Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Design, and Math
(STEAM) focus, an evening with hands on activities is a must attend! This event
is supported by our entire community and features ways to see STEAM all
around us. In the past, we have included booths focusing on organic recipes
and gardening tips, art displays, circuit building and robot races.
Celebrations of our Diversity
You will want to mark your calendars to attend the Black History Celebration and
Hispanic Heritage Night at GMS. More details on timing will be available on the
school calendar.
Staff Appreciation Week
PTSA sponsors a week of special treats to honor our amazing staff. Past events
have included special lunches, chair massages, school supply donations and a
candy bar complete with a chocolate fountain. This week in February is when we
show our gratitude for the entire team at GMS.
Large Group Performance Evaluations (LGPE)
For those of you who have students in the Chorus, Band, or Orchestra classes,
there will be LGPE the 2nd half of the school year. Additional practices may be
required prior to the evaluations. Students visit other host schools for
evaluations by a panel of experienced judges and are required as part of course
content. The LGPE are held during the school day for band and chorus and in
the evenings for Orchestra.

Musical
One of the most anticipated events of the school year is the PTSA sponsored
musical! The production usually begins with auditions in the late fall to early
winter and culminates with three shows in May. The PTSA Board works with
staff volunteers (Directors) to determine which musical will be performed. Past
productions include Alice in Wonderland, Mulan, Once on This Island, Beauty &
the Beast, The Little Mermaid and Shrek. Typically, over 50 students are
involved in the musical. Students can get involved onstage as a performer or as
a backstage crew member moving sets or running lighting and sound.
Field Day
Each grade level participates in a Field Day event in May. Structured events are
held at Rhyne Park to allow students and teachers compete in old school events
like tug of war, kickball. and other fun games.
8th Grade Dance
Could May be any busier? Yep! Each year, PTSA hosts a magical evening for
our 8th graders. 8th graders can purchase tickets to join their friends and GMS
staff for food, music and fellowship.
Awards Ceremonies
The GMS staff and administration recognize academic and extracurricular
achievement for each grade level as the school year concludes. These awards
ceremonies are held at the end of May and invitations are sent for any student
that will be receiving an award.

Terms and Definitions
Absences - A written note/doctor excuse should be turned into GMS on the day
your student returns to school. Please state reason for absence on note.
Students are allowed 1 day to make up work for each day missed.
Attendance Office - The Attendance Office is located in the Student Support
Office located in the turn-around in the back of the school. All attendance issues
or questions should be addressed here. Detailed information regarding
absences may be found in the student handbook.
Bell Schedule - This edition has the current schedule below. Please see the
GMS website for any future version of the schedule. Early release days and
special events/testing will use a modified schedule.

Bus stops/Schedule - Bus routing and scheduled stop information is
centralized in the district transportation office. Bus stop locations can be found at
http://www.cobbk12.org/centraloffice/Transportation/
Campus Police - Many Cobb County Schools have a full-time Campus Police
officer on site to help ensure a safe learning environment for our students. Our
Campus Police Officer has an office in the building and can be seen throughout

the day on campus and on King Springs Road assisting with our buses
departing in the afternoon.
Clubs - GMS offers more than 15 different clubs, activities and recreational
sports that meet before and after school. Joining is a great way to meet new
people with your interests and we are fortunate to have many staff members and
parents here to provide these wonderful opportunities. Additional details are
available at http://www.cobbk12.org/griffin/clubs.aspx.
Computer Labs - Griffin has a total of 8 computer labs in addition to iPad and
laptop carts. Teachers sign up through the Media Center to utilize these
resources.
Connections Classes - In elementary school, many of these types of classes
were called “specials” and you often hear the term electives at the high school
level. However, in middle schools these types of classes are called
“Connections”. Students have two Connection periods each day. These class
options include Fine Arts (band, orchestra and chorus), Art, Business, STEM,
PE and Math/Reading Support. Currently, for 6th graders, connections are in 5th
and 6th periods. For 7th graders, connections are in 1st and 2nd periods. For
8th graders, connections are 3rd and 4th periods.
Counseling Suite - GMS has three counselors. One counselor is assigned to
each grade level. The counselors provide individual counseling, group
counseling and classroom lessons and are available to help students with
academic, personal, social, and career related issues. Counselors are available
for students to speak with throughout the school day. In addition to working with
students, they also are available to meet with parents and teachers.
Course Levels - Academic courses may be taught on several levels like
advanced content (AC) and on-level. Student placement is determined by test
scores and other academic criteria. Kacie Phipps (Kacie.Phipps@cobbk12.org)
is our SLI and Gifted Coordinator and can furnish information regarding classes.
Dress Code - Students attending GMS are expected to dress in a manner that
supports a positive learning environment that is free of distractions and
disruptions. Please become familiar with the dress code located in your child’s
agenda.

Check Out Procedure - If your child must leave school between the hours of
9am and 3:45pm, you must stop in the Student Support Center to check out
your student. After 3:45pm, early dismissal is not allowed as students are
preparing to leave via their current planned route. Remember that we will not
release students to anyone not listed on the enrollment form unless the parent
has sent a written note with a working phone number for verification purposes.
Please bring picture ID to the Student Support Center when you check out your
student.
Foundation - The Griffin Foundation is a non-profit organization formed for the
sole purpose of raising funds beyond those currently provided by the Cobb
County School District to fund elements of education such as technology
enhancements, supplemental enriched curriculum, student services, additional
faculty and capital improvements. The long-term goal of this team is to raise
money to fund an additional Connections teacher and support an Annual
Teacher Grant program. Fundraising will be done through a joint Capital
Campaign with the PTSA in the Fall, a Haunted House in October, and a midyear Student Lock-in.
Forget an Item at Home - To preserve class instruction time, deliveries made to
students will be done at the discretion of the office staff. Deliveries are made as
time allows and cannot be guaranteed for specific times. All items must be
dropped off at the Student Support Office and must include the student’s full
name and grade.
GMSTV - Hosted by our very own GMS students, important updates are shared
via daily video streaming into classrooms.
Hall Pass - Any student who is out of his/her classroom during a class period
must carry a hall pass/agenda issued by a school official.
Hours - The main office is open from 8:45am to 4:30pm, Monday-Friday. If you
need to speak with a teacher, counselor or administrator, please make an
appointment. Students report to Homeroom at 8:50 and dismissal begins at
4:15. All students must leave campus at dismissal unless they are participating
in a school sponsored after-school activity. There will be no adult supervision
after 4:45 pm.
Learning Commons - Known to us as the library or media center in years past,
the Learning Commons not only houses our books but is a learning, research,
and project space. It brings together the functions of libraries, labs, lounges, and
collaboration areas. Think of it as Starbucks without the coffee.

Lockers - Lockers will be assigned within the first several weeks of school.
Students do not need a lock – lockers are ‘combination’ and students will be
given the combination. Students may go to lockers before first period each
morning and designated times by teachers. Students with personal instruments
must provide their own lock for lockers borrowed inside the Fine Arts Hallway.
Maker Space – Maker Spaces provide hands-on, creative ways to encourage
students to design, experiment, build and invent as they engage in science,
engineering and tinkering. Ours is newly forming outside of our Learning
Commons and is adding new features each week.
Office365 - This is a suite of Microsoft Office programs that allow students to
collaborate, edit, share, and store their schoolwork. It is free for every Griffin
Middle School Student. Using these accounts, students can easily access their
school work from home computers, mobile devices and Cobb County
computers.
School Council – The School Council is an elected body of staff and
parent/community members that work as a team to assist with identifying,
evaluating, and prioritizing school improvement options. The Council provides
advice and recommendations to the school principal and, when appropriate, the
Cobb County Board of Education and local school superintendent. The Council
does not have an operating budget and therefore coordinates resource needs
with the county, school, PTSA, and Foundation. More information on our Council
can be found at
http://www.cobbk12.org/griffin/griffin_school_council_news.aspx.
School Store - The Griffin Middle School Store is open for business during the
school year every morning from 8:50am to 9:15am. Come check out our array of
school supplies and merchandise. Mechanical pencils, spiral and composition
notebooks, pens and poster board are just a few items available. We also sell
Griffin spirit wear, PTSA memberships, yearbooks, and fresh healthy snacks…all
at great deals!! The school is located next door to the cafeteria - be sure to stop
by and pay us a visit!!
Spirit Wear - Spirit wear are clothing items worn to show school spirit, including
t-shirts, sweatshirts, pens, hooded long sleeve shirts, etc. These usually have
the school logo and colors. Spirit wear can be purchased everyday before
school starts in the School Store.

STEAM - Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math STEAM is an
educational approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, Engineering,
the Arts and Mathematics as access points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue,
and critical thinking. The end results are students who take thoughtful risks,
engage in experiential learning, persist in problem-solving, embrace
collaboration, and work through the creative process. These are the innovators,
educators, leaders, and learners of the 21st century!
Student ID Number - This is the number that identifies each student in the
Cobb County School System used for attendance, cafeteria charges,
StudentVue and academics. This will be the same number the student used in
elementary school and will follow them to high school.
Student Support Office - This is the office area located in the rear left hand
side of the school building near the round-a-bout or carpool drop off.
Registration for new students, tardy passes and early check outs are handled in
the area. This is also the area where all visitors will register for a visitor’s pass.
Study Time - Students may participate in STUDY TIME beginning at 7:45am in
the school CAFETERIA. Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:45am in
the roundabout driveway located in the back of the building and enter through
the fine arts hallway. Students must report directly to the cafeteria.
Tardies - If student is tardy, a parent must come in to the Student Support office
and sign the student in. Student must receive a pass before proceeding to class.
Visitors - All visitors and volunteers must register in the Student Support Office
and receive a visitor's pass.
Yearbook - Yearbooks capture Wildcat greatness all year. They go on sale in
February and are distributed in May. If you are interested in photography, writing
or publishing, consider joining our Yearbook Team. Also, please save your
photos from any events at GMS and share them with the Yearbook Team – you’ll
see a request for photos later in the school year.
5 Points - Area between the Learning Commons and 7th Grade Pod Hall
AC - Advanced Content
AP - Assistant Principal. GMS has three – one for each grade level supporting
Mr. Gillihan. Contact information and blogs are located on the school website.

AYP - Adequate Yearly Progress
BYOD - Bring Your Own Device
CCRPI - College and Career Readiness and Performance Index
ELL - English language learner
EOG (as in Georgia Milestones EOG) - End of Grade Assessment
EOC or EOCT (as in Georgia Milestones EOC) - End of Course Test
ESOL - English to Speakers of Other Languages
ISS - In School Suspension
IEP - Individualized Education Program
LD - Learning Disability
LGPE - Large Group Performance Evaluation
PBIS - Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports
PL Room - Professional Learning Room located in the 5 points area
PSAT (as in the PSAT 8/9 Test) - Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test
RTI - Response to Intervention
RI/MI - Reading Inventory/Math Inventory
SWD - Students with Disabilities
SPED - Special Education
WATCH D.O.G.S (Dads Of Great Students) - father involvement, educational
initiative of the National Center for Fathering

A Big Thank You to our Sponsors
Bella’s
Los Bravos
Watch Dogs
Alive Ministries
Chick-Fil-A Genesis Health Care
Vinings Lake Church
Publix
Life Church

If you would like to sponsor the Griffin Middle School PTSA, please contact us at
ptsagms@gmail.com.

