Eakin Elementary
Academics
International Baccalaureate Program (IB)
Eakin is an International Baccalaureate World School, following the IB Primary Years Program.
In the primary years, IB is an inquiry-based method of instruction that “challenges students to
think for themselves and take responsibility for their learning as they explore local and global
issues and opportunities in real-life contexts.” Through IB, students are actively engaged in their
own learning by drawing on prior knowledge, applying it to new experiences, and reflecting on
new discoveries. Teachers model questioning statements aloud and encourage students add the
words “I wonder” to their vocabulary. In so doing, students are encouraged to question,
consider, and refine their understanding of the world across local, domestic, and international
levels. The end result of IB should be to develop “Global citizens” who are open-minded and
caring. Learning in the IB program takes place under six main themes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Who we are
How we share the planet
How we express ourselves
How the world works
How we organize ourselves
Where we are in place and time.

Within the IB framework, student achievement is assessed for understanding, acquisition of
knowledge, mastery of skills, and the ability to take responsible actions. Starting in
kindergarten, students receive progress reports that track their progress in the IB curriculum;
these IB reports supplement the standard Metro Nashville Public Schools report cards for
academic subject areas. In fourth grade, students undertake an in-depth collaborative project
about a real-life issue or problem. This project, known as the IB exhibition, provides an
opportunity for fourth graders to share the full IB learner profile that they have developed.
IB is a way of providing instruction. Within the IB framework, Eakin is still responsible for
ensuring that students are meeting the instructional requirements of the state of Tennessee at
each grade level.
Our Eakin students are part of one of the only school systems nationwide to offer IB education
from kindergarten through to 12th grade. Eakin is zoned to flow into West End Middle School
and Hillsboro High School, both of which offer the IB curriculum.

Eakin Classroom Curriculum & Instruction
In kindergarten, first, and second grade, students at Eakin have a primary classroom teacher who
may be supported by aides and/or paraprofessionals based on the needs of students in the

classroom. In third and fourth grades at Eakin, instruction utilizes a team structure where
students have two or three teachers. Each teacher on a team has a focus in one or more academic
subject (English Language Arts, Math, Science, or Social Studies). Students in these grades
rotate classrooms during the day.
During each day, all Eakin students will participate in English Language Arts (ELA) and Math
instructional blocks. These blocks include whole group standards-based instruction and targeted
small group instruction. During small group, students are grouped to reinforce core concepts and
skills in order to improve understanding and application of academic content. As an IB school,
Science and Social Studies will often be integrated into ELA and Math instruction through high
quality texts and rigorous math tasks.
In addition to general classroom instruction, each day at Eakin also includes time for lunch, an
outdoor recess, a related arts class, and 45 minutes of “i-Time”.

i-Time
Eakin follows Tennessee standards for providing Multi Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS).
Within this framework, all students receive general instruction from their classroom teacher.
When students are not advancing at an appropriate level within the general instruction
curriculum, assessments are used to plan appropriate interventions to meet specific needs. Eakin
students are screened throughout the year for their reading and mathematics abilities. These
achievement measures help set goals for student’s learning growth and to assess a student’s
academic performance. Across time, results can be used to track improvement.
Using these multiple assessment measures, Eakin groups students by ability level to provide
individualized instruction each day at a student’s current level. Called “i-Time” this
individualized instruction provides an opportunity for accelerated learning, interventions, and
ability appropriate instruction depending on a student’s needs. For students, i-Time occurs at the
end of the day. By having a common i-Time block across grades, students can be placed into
appropriate ability groups that may cross grade levels.

Related Arts
Beyond the general classroom, all student at Eakin participate in a rich related arts curriculum.
The related arts curriculum is structured on a five-day rotation so each week all students will
receive the full rotation. In this weekly rotation, students attend the following related arts classes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Physical Education
Social and Emotional Learning through Physical Education (SELPHY)
Music Education
Art
American Sign Language (ASL)

SELPHY is new to the Eakin curriculum this year. In this class, students develop selfawareness, self-management, social-awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision
making through teachable moments in a physically active environment.

