2019-2020
New Faculty & Staff
Ms. Beth Asbell, Kindergarten Teacher
My name is Beth Asbell. I am thrilled to be teaching Kindergarten at
Eakin in the coming 2019-2020 school year. I grew up in Mississippi
and Kentucky and came to Nashville in 1985 to go to school at
Lipscomb University. My husband, Michael, and I have two children,
Hannah age 25 and Joshua age 23. They are also married! I love
hiking with my dog, Holly. On rainy days, we love to read books. I
came to Eakin in 1992 to work in a school with an inquiry based
instructional approach. I worked here until 2015 when I went to the
Office of English Learners to be an English Language Development
Coach working with English Learner teachers. However, I have really missed my students and
am very excited to return to the classroom and my sweet Kinderbees!
Ms. Jasmine Brooks, 3rd Grade Teacher (Math & Science)
My name is Jasmine Brooks and I’m excited to serve Eakin Elementary as a 3rd Grade Math and
Science teacher. I’m a Nashville native, a product of Metro Nashville Public Schools, and I have
been a MNPS educator for over 6 years. I enjoy many things, but my favorite pastimes are
spending time with family, singing, and shopping. As an educator, wife, and mother of a busy 1
year old, I look forward to the day I can say sleeping is also a favorite pastime of mine. After
having spent the last three years at Inglewood Elementary, I’ve learned classroom management,
concept-based instruction, and how to effectively build a culture of collaboration. I was drawn to
Eakin Elementary because it presents another opportunity for professional growth. I hope by
serving a diverse population at Eakin, both academically and socioeconomically, I can better
learn and master differentiated instruction. I’m excited for an opportunity to get to know and
grow with Eakin Elementary community!
Ms. Dionne Brown, Music Teacher
*Introduction coming soon*

Ms. Kirsten Clark, Dean of Instruction
My name is Kirsten Clark, and I’m humbled and thrilled to serve as
Eakin’s Dean of Instruction. I am originally from East Tennessee and
beginning my sixth year with MNPS. Outside of education I enjoy being
a dog mom to a Golden Retriever and Beagle/Lab mix. You can find me
outside with my dogs, playing in my raised garden beds, or at my local
CrossFit gym. I look forward to working with the students, families,
and staff of Eakin Elementary this school year!

Ms. Jeanie Crouch, 1 st Grade Teacher
My name is Jeanie Crouch, and I am thrilled to be joining
Eakin as a 1st grade teacher! I am from Athens, Alabama,
and just recently moved to Nashville after graduating from
The University of Alabama. In my free time, I enjoy taking
on DIY projects, spending time with my friends and family,
and cheering on the Nashville Predators! One thing that
drew me to Eakin was the outstanding reputation of not
only the school but also the community it is a part of. I am
looking forward to meeting the Eakin family and working
with each of you to inspire our children and prepare them for the world. Go Eagles!
Ms. Aretha Cummings, Paraprofessional
My name is Aretha Cummings. I am a Paraprofessional for MNPS for
7 years. I was born and raised in Nashville Tennessee. Spending time
with my family is my favorite things. Reading novels is my hobby.
Working at Eakin Elementary School will be a joy helping children
reach their goals.

Ms. Jessica Jarrett, 4th Grade Teacher (Science & Social Studies)
Hi, I am Jessica Jarrett, I have been an educator for 18 years, teaching
in Ohio, Georgia, and Tennessee. The last couple of years, I have been
working with practicum students and student teachers at Vanderbilt
University. I am extremely happy to be heading back into the
elementary classroom. My husband, three sons, and I enjoy outside
time at parks, hiking through the woods, and finding fossils. Eakin’s IB
Program and building students’ global mindset really excite me. I am
thrilled to join Eakin, a school with a rich history of excellence in
education.

Ms. Julie Gembra, Exceptional Education Teacher
My name is Julie Gembra and I’m so excited to be work as an
exceptional education teacher at Eakin. I am originally from
Libertyville, Illinois and have been in Nashville, Tennessee since 2014.
During my free-time, I enjoy scrapbooking, reading, hiking, camping,
and kayaking. I am most excited about the after school clubs that Eakin
has to offer!

Ms. Kathleen Harmon, 1st Grade Teacher
My name is Kathleen Couch and I am excited to be a First Grade
teacher this year at Eakin. I am originally from Benton, AR and have a
wide range of teaching experience from middle school, teaching
English in Thailand, and Kindergarten this previous year at Magnet
Cove Elementary. I am currently engaged and after getting married
this July, I will be joining my soon to be husband, Trent Harmon, to
live here in Nashville, TN! In my free time I love photography, hiking,
and spending time with our dog, Abbi. I was drawn to Eakin’s mission
to reach every child and their individual needs while working with a
great team of teachers. I am so excited for this new chapter and
couldn’t be happier to become part of the Eakin family.

Ms. Jennifer Newman, 4th Grade Teacher (Math & Science)
My name is Jennifer Newman and I am excited to be teaching 4th
grade Math and Science this school year. I am a Nashville native and
grew up in the Oak Hill area. I previously taught in Rutherford
County, but most recently I taught at Cockrill Elementary for the last
two years. My husband, Tyler, and I have two fur babies, Andre and
Stella. We love to spend our free-time traveling, playing with the dogs,
and trying all the new restaurants in Nashville. Being from Nashville, I
have always kept up with the schools in the area. Eakin has always had
a great reputation in this community and I am excited to help carry
that tradition on!

Ms. Andrea Pascasio, Spanish Teacher –
*Introduction coming soon*
Ms. Candashia Polk, 3rd Grade Teacher (English Language Arts & Social Studies)
My name is Candashia (Candi) Polk. It is my pleasure to join the Eakin Family from Inglewood
Elementary as one of the 3 rd grade English Language Arts (ELA). I am a unicorn! By that, I
mean I am a native of Nashville, East Nashville to be exact. I graduated from Hume Fogg
Academic High School, completed my undergraduate at the University of Tennessee: Knoxville,
and achieved my masters from Lipscomb University. I began my career in education over ten
years ago in Milwaukee, WI. However, for the last six years I have worked within Nashville’s
metro education system in some capacity. This will be my fourth year teaching third grade ELA.
I absolutely LOVE teaching students how to use reading and writing to empower themselves,
communicate with others, and better understand the world. I was drawn to Eakin because of its
strong leadership in administration and its highly motivate students. I have a sixteen-year-old
daughter who is a local rapper, a mother who grades the writing portion of state standardized
test, and a brother who writes grants (words are important in my family). I enjoy reading,
traveling, sports, family time, cooking, and trying as many new things as I can. I am ecstatic to
be a part of your family’s MNPS education experience and I look forward to an outstanding
school year.

Ms. Erica Reynolds, School Counselor
My name is Erica Reynolds and I am honored to serve as your
Licensed Professional School Counselor. I am a native Nashvillian
and attended Metro Nashville Public Schools. I was a school
counselor at Inglewood Elementary for 4 years and prior to coming to
MNPS, I worked for the State of Tennessee’s Department of Human
Services for 11 years. I received a bachelor’s degree in Criminal
Justice, a master’s degree in Professional School Counseling, and 30+
post-graduate hours in Elementary Education all from Tennessee State
University. I am currently looking forward to finishing my doctoral
degree from Trevecca Nazarene University in May 2020. I love
watching movies, dancing, and spending time with my family. My
philosophy is that "all children can learn if given the opportunity" and
I believe all children deserve services to help them get through the school day and be successful.
I am excited to have the opportunity to serve the Eakin community!
Ms. Abigail Warren, Physical Education (P.E.) Teacher
My name is Abigail Warren and I am so excited for the opportunity to
be a PE teacher at Eakin! I grew up in small town Dexter, MO and
played basketball at John Brown University, where I also I graduated
with a Bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology. In 2017, I earned my
teaching Certification at Welch College. This will be my fourth year of
teaching PE and I have taught not only here in Tennessee, but
previously spent two years teaching overseas at an international
school in Manila, Philippines. Currently, I enjoy coaching volleyball at
Welch College as it adds fulfillment to my active lifestyle. Some of my
hobbies include playing sports, hiking, and training at Orangetheory
Fitness. I was drawn to working at Eakin because of its dedication to
excellence and well-deserved reputation. What’s not to love about an international school
located in the heart of Nashville?
Ms. Lily Zhang, Teacher’s Assistant
My name is Lily Zhang and I’m glad to serve as a teacher
assistant. I am originally from Beijing, China and I have been
living in USA for 15 years. I graduated from the University of
Oklahoma and moved to Nashville four years ago. My husband
and I have three amazing daughters, Jennie, Mary and Anna
aged 13, 11 and 3. We love cooking and playing outside together.
What drew me to Eakins is the opportunity to enrich my learning
and teaching experience given Eakins’ long-lasting excellence
and reputation in Education.

