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The Principal’s Den

by Principal Lewis

Welcome to a new school year! Our year is off to the most amazing start! Lockeland’s theme this year is “Lockeland – The Greatest School on Earth”. Our
theme celebrates Lockeland’s creative students and talented staff! We have a
strong foundation and we are going to celebrate our successes “under the big top”
all year long. Our charge is to celebrate vulnerability, embrace struggle, and value
growth.
As we embark upon a new school year, please keep a few things in mind:
Absences and Tardies – please remember that when your child must arrive late, or
be absent from school, a note must be sent to school in order to excuse the event.
Upon the fifth absence from school, a notice of truancy will be sent home if absences are unexcused. *Excused absences are: a child’s personal illness, illness in the
family, death in the family, or observance of special and recognized holidays
**Vacations are unexcused
Arrival and Dismissal – learning begins at 8:00 AM each day. We appreciate parents walking children into the building in the morning; that is a wonderful part of the
day! We encourage you to allow your child to walk into their classrooms independently to develop confidence that will serve them well in the classroom. We also
want our teachers to make the most of their instructional time. This preparation time
is a very busy time for our teachers: they must monitor students, as well as attend to
instructional duties in preparation of the day. Please be mindful of the 8:00 announcement to tune in to WLDC, as this begins our instructional day. Thank you for
your cooperation in helping with this critical time.

September 2018
Hispanic Heritage Month
9/3

Labor Day– No School

9/7

Progress Reports Issued
1st Grade Grandparents
Read with Me Day
(10:00 am)
Kindergarten
Grandparents Day
Luncheon

9/17-21 College and Career
Exploration Week
9//17

Running Club Begins

9/18

PTO Board Meeting
(7:30 am)

9/21

College Wear Day

9/27

2nd Grade Field Trip to
Warner Nature Center

9/28

Hispanic Heritage
Parade (8:15)

I am continually impressed with the unique sense of community Lockeland shares
with its parents, teachers, and students. We are going to have a wonderful school

October
10/1-5

Food 2 Families Food
Drive

10/5

First Quarter Ends
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Kinder Kubs
We are so excited about our newest class
of awesome Lockeland Lions to the Greatest School on Earth! August has been so
full of fun meeting new friends, learning all
about our school, and getting into the
groove of being a cool kinder kid! There
are so many new procedures to practice
and learn with students in any grade at the
start of each school year, but try to imagine
WAY back when not only were you learning the groove of a new teacher – but new
EVERYTHING! (And you probably had a

half day with a snack and naptime! Kinder
is the new 1st grade! ;) What is a cafeteria
and where is it? How do I get from homeroom to Spanish and then to the bathroom? Will I meet new friends? Will my
mom know where to pick me up after
school? NOT to mention we are already
diving into great books that are teaching us
all about our social studies standards
about being a good citizen, while also introducing ELA standards such as character, setting, and key details! WHEW! If

you see one of our little cubs holding up a
3 in the hall with one hand along with a
‘bubble’, navigating in a straight line – give
them a thumbs up! They are practicing
respect, responsibility, and doing the right
thing – the 3 R’s. The K teachers are
thinking a 4th R might need to be added,
because they are ROCKIN’ IT! We are
thrilled to see all that the new year will
bring with these superstars!

astronomers will be discovering the sky
above them and learning all about the sun,
moon, and stars! We will use research and
our observations of the sky to learn about
sunrise, sunset, and what causes the seasons.
Our first grade mathematicians will be
working on their addition and subtraction

skills in September. We will become experts at working with numbers under 20,
discovering all of the different strategies
we can use to add and subtract numbers.
We are so excited to learn together this
year in first grade!

atrice’s Goat to help us understand other
cultures. These books will allow us to learn
retelling comprehension strategies, sequencing of events in a text, and expand
our vocabulary.
Math has provided an opportunity for second graders to deepen their place value
concepts. We have explored the value of a
digit in 3 digit numbers and have compared

and ordered numbers.
Our writer’s workshop has officially
launched and students are beginning to
develop their personal narrative writing
pieces.
In the coming weeks, we will develop our
awareness of other cultures and look at
how they compare to our own.

First Grade Pride
September is going to be a super month in
first grade! We have had a beautiful start to
our year, building our classroom communities and learning all about how having a
growth mindset helps us grow strong,
smart brains.
In science, we will be starting a unit all
about Earth and Space. Our first grade

Second Grade Roars
Second graders are off to a running start!
Students are focusing on developing a
growth mindset as we build our stamina
and perseverance in learning.
In reading, students are practicing Daily 5
in which students foster independence in
reading and writing. We have been reading different versions of Stone Soup and
will begin looking at Ada’s Violin and Be-

Third Grade Courage
Lockeland's 3rd graders
are going crARRAYzee
about multiplication!!!
Come and admire all of
the WONDERFUL
"Everyday Arrays" projects! The students learned to spot arrays
(organized arrangement of items with rows
and columns) in real-life situations. They
are using these arrays to learn multiplication and division fact families. The arrays
are also helping them see how multiplication is just repeated addition. These mathematicians have also been composing their
own multiplication word problems and ex-

changing them with their classmates to
solve.
Students
are
learning
all about
the solar
system in science. They compared the
inner and outer planets and wrote paragraphs describing their characteristics. Next
week, students will begin learning about the
water cycle and types of clouds.
We have been learning about maps and
globes, and have dug specifically into continents and oceans. Before we dive into our
continent units, we will be putting all of our

learned skills together to create a map of an
imaginative world based on the book,
“Roxaboxen.” Students will demonstrate
their mastery of relative and absolute locations, mapping vocabulary, and landforms
through their close reading strategies.

September 2018
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Fourth Grade on the Prowl
Welcome to 4th grade! We are thrilled to
begin a new year and continue to challenge students both inside and outside the
classroom. Students are excited about
being leaders throughout the school and
are looking forward to new things such as
4th grade clubs and music recorders. We
look forward to a great year ahead!
In reading, students have already finished
their first novel of the year! We spent the
first month of school reading the classic
novel The Sign of the Beaver and students
have been studying characters, themes of
the story and connecting it to our social
studies unit. We have been learning all
about the early cultures and Native Ameri-

can tribes that settled in Tennessee, all
while making connections to our novel
study. Students will finish the novel by
writing a pitch to a movie production company about how to turn the novel into a
quality movie. Be sure to check out our
“Zeppos Production” writing soon!
What a start to the year these authors and
scientists are having! We’ve spent much of
the first few weeks acclimating to expectations for writing. We have focused on the
distinction between formal and informal
writing and practiced knowing when to use
each. Our first science unit, “Use the
Force” tackled ENERGY (types, functions,
laws, etc.). This unit featured lots of obser-

vations, writing answers to text dependent
questions (or TDQs), and our first science
vocabulary song of the year!!!
September will be a month full of establishing an understanding of numbers and
place value through the millions place. We
will begin by learning to read, write, and
compare numbers. This will lead us into
topics of estimation and rounding. Toward
the end of the month, students will learn
how to use the standard algorithm to add
and subtract numbers. This unit will wrap
up with the year’s first at-home project,
where students will be required to plan a
birthday party on a budget!

The Specialists’ Den
Music
By Mrs. Barnes
My name is Jennifer Barnes and I am the
Lockeland Music Teacher. We are off to a
great start in the Music room this year. At
the beginning of each class, students will
listen to a piece of music, write about it,
then share their work. Each grade level
listens to musical selections based on a
particular theme. Kindergarten – Introduction to Classical Music
First Grade – Instruments of the Orchestra
Second Grade – Telling a Story through
Music: Ballet, Opera, and Musical Theater
Third Grade – Music from Around the
World
Fourth Grade – Jazz Musicians and Singer/
Songwriters
All written work will be kept in our class
folders and sent home at the end of the
year.
PE
By Mr. Schumacher
Welcome back to school! In August we
have been going over the basics of fitness,
locomotion and cooperation while maintaining our goal of self-control in our selfspace. This includes parachute games,
animal movements, proper squatting (just
like a toddler and an Olympic lifter) and
team building activities that involve lots of
problem solving.
September will bring our first PE Fun Run,

a 4 minute run around the gym that includes an optional 1 minute walk break.
The Fun Runs are a student favorite and
each month and we’ll add 1 minute until we
perform the 10 minute, school wide Fun
Run in March. During September we’ll
also be learning proper climbing wall technique along with a comprehensive unit of
study on throwing and catching both large
and small objects.
Please help remind your child to wear proper shoes (closed toe with a rubber sole)
and clothing to school to help them be safe
and successful in PE. Special’s classes
are on a 1,2,3 day rotation; Art, Music and
then PE, so they always go to PE the day
after Music. If you have any questions
about the schedule or clothing for PE class
please contact me.
Running Club will be start Monday, September 17th. Registration for running club
is from September 3rd - Sept. 7th. If you
would like to volunteer for Running Club
please send me an email, it takes a lot of
people to keep this club running smoothly.
I’m looking forward to a great year of learning, exercise and fun!
Stephen.schumacher@mnps.org
Library
By Mrs. DeFrancisco
As we kick off 2018-19 school year, the
LDC library wants to welcome back returning students and say "hello and welcome"
to our new friends! The library is officially

open every day during the week, starting at
7:45am, to students and parents, and remains open throughout the day. Books are
checked out for 2 weeks but can be returned and exchanged at any time. We ask
that you please help your student remember to turn their books in, in a timely manner. 3rd and 4th grade students are learning
how to access and use Limitless Libraries,
a partnership with Nashville Public Libraries.
I am so excited about the opportunity to
teach your child! I hope the library becomes
a place of discovery, learning, and joy for
your child! Feel free to email me if you
need anything at tanner.defrancisco@mnps.org. I look forward
to seeing you @ our school library!
Spanish
By Maestra Guzman
¡Saludos! It’s Carnival Time!
Hispanic Heritage Month is a great time
to learn how everyday Hispanic leaders in
all major fields like science, business, music, sports, art, literature, etc., contribute to
our country! During the month of September we will celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month through a variety of engaging activities beginning on September 17th.
Events Details:
From September 17-28, the school will
listen via WLDC to interesting facts about
Hispanic Heritage Month and highlights
about Hispanic Leaders in different fields
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The Specialists’ Den
(people who have made great contributions
to our American community). In the library
students will learn different stories about
Hispanic leaders.
In Spanish class, from September 17-21
students will travel (virtually) to Hispanic
countries and will color small flags representing the Hispanic country assigned to
their class.
From September 24-27 in Spanish class,
students will create and decorate a flag
piñata. For this activity I will need parent
assistance for each class by bringing in
piñata toys and/or candies.
On September 28, Lockeland Design Center will take part in a Hispanic Carnival Parade, on this date each class will be assigned a country and each student will have
the option to
dress according
to their countries
traditional costume or dress in
the colors of their
country flag. The
parade will be
from at 8:15 A.M. to 8:30 A.M. That day we
will take photos of each class for the yearbook. All family members are welcome to
join us!
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(continued from page 3)
Art
By Ms. Parke
Welcome back, everyone! It’s great to be
back and we’re ready to have an amazing
year in the Lockeland art room. A big thank
you to everyone who volunteered and
stopped by the Lockeland art booth at the
Tomato Fest! Check out the gallery wall in
the main hallway to see some of the fabulous tomato inspired artwork by our students. I will be organizing and sending
home the remaining artwork in the coming
weeks. Starting in September, we will be
celebrating Hispanic Heritage month. Be on
the lookout for some cultural art projects on
display as we learn about artwork from
Hispanic countries. If you are interested in
volunteering to help out with art room needs
this year or in collaborating to teach a guest
project, please reach out to me at kristen.witham@mnps.org.
Technology
By Ms. Tammaro
Our Lockeland Techies have been busy in
the computer lab learning the functions and
components of a computer. The kindergartners have already learned to log on and
off the computer, while 2nd, 3rd, and 4th

LDC Counseling News
Happy September! It has been so nice to
see many familiar faces and meet many
new ones this school year! My name is
Michelle Denning and I am your child’s
school counselor. I am here to support
students, teachers, and families academically, socially, and emotionally. I provide a
number of different services throughout the
school year including:
 Teaching classroom guidance lessons
on topics pertaining to the wellbeing
of students (character education,
learning strategies, self-management,
and social skills).
 Counseling individual and small
groups of students (friendship, family
changes, goal setting, etc.).
 Consulting with parents, teachers,
and students in the development of
educational plans.

Students may refer themselves for individual
counseling, or can be referred by their parents, teacher, and school administration.
Individual counseling may occur during a
single session or a few consecutive sessions and usually last about 15 - 30
minutes. Many contacts with students will
not involve counseling relationships, but
relationships where students will benefit
from receiving assistance in making decisions about academic or other matters related to their personal development.
We have so much planned for our school
counseling program this year! This month I
will be doing lessons with all students on
getting to know the counselor, sharing the
ways that students can notify me if they
would like to visit, and discussing student
learning styles. Our first school wide activity
will be College and Career Awareness
Week September 17th-21st. The goal of

graders are already beginning to type! In
September, students will learn how to log into
their Nashville Public Limitless Library account and will know how to use Lockeland
Symbaloo at home.
Encore
By Mr. Olmstead
Lockeland Rocks! Project
Sponsored by LDC 3rd Grade Encore Students

What is the Lockeland Rocks Project all
About?
Encore students will painting rocks with numbers on them and then placing them around
the school for other students to find. All
Lockeland students are encouraged to participate in finding these “number rocks” and
coming up with 3 ways of getting that number
(# on the Lockeland Rock) as an answer.
Further instructions
will be provided during WLDC the week
of September 4. This
project is designed to
promote divergent
thinking in math and
provide an overall
positive experience working with numbers.

by Ms. Denning

College and Career Awareness Week is to
provide all students with the opportunity of
being exposed to college and careers. In our
classroom lessons we will discuss the definition of college and explore educational options available at the college level. Friday,
September 21st will be College Wear Day
where everyone will get to dress in their
favorite college clothing (hats, shirts). We
are on our way to an amazing school year!
Please feel free to contact me if I can assist
you and your family in any way.

