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August 9,2018
National PTA Headquarters
1250 N. Pitt Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Ladies and Gentlemen:

As you know, we serve as legal counsel for the National PTA. You have informed us
that, from time to time, school personnel and other government representatives seek to
assert control over or direct the use offunds of local PTAs. The purpose of this letter is
to describe the structure of local PTAs and to confirm that they represent independent

nonprofit entities which are subject to direction only by their state PTA and the National
PTA.

The PTA has a tri-level structure: National, state and local. The National PTA is a

nonprofit corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) ofthe
Internal Revenue Code. It has established affiliates in all states to establish and direct
local PTAs. Both the National PTA and the state PTAs have established strict procedures

for chartering PTAs at the local level. Local PTAs are also nonprofit entities exempt
from federal income tax.

Local PTAs are not supporting organizations, clubs or booster groups for any schools.
They are separate legal entities which further the PTA mission of providing parents and
families with a powerful voice to speak on behalf of children. Local PTAs work in
harmony with school personnel, but they are not part of any school and are not subject to
direction or control in any manner by school personnel.
We trust this explanation clarifies the status of local PTAs and will prevent
misunderstanding in the future.
Sincerely,

Paula Cozzi Goede
Partner
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